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Election/Restriction 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. § 121: 
Group I: Claims 1-43 and 47-49, drawn to a combination of a pallet and a re- 
useable shipping pallet, classified in Class 206, subclass 448 and others. 

Group II: Claims 44-45, drawn to a subcombination of a re-useable shipping pallet 
with foldable posts, classified in Class 220, subclass 6 and others. 

Group III: Claim 46, drawn to a subcombination of a re-useable shipping pallet with 
a telescoping member depending on the size of the windshield, classified in Class 220, subclass 8 
and others. 

Group IV: Claim 50, drawn to a subcombination of a first lower resilient stop, 
classified in Class 52, subclass unknown. 

Group V: Claims 53-54, drawn to a subcombination of a re-useable shipping pallet 
with at least one side restraint for engaging at least one windshield, classified in Class 108, 
subclass unknown. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II, III, IV and V are independent and distinct because there are no relationship 
between the foldable posts, the telescoping member, the first lower resilient stop and the at least 
one side restraint for the purpose of restriction since either the re-useable shipping pallet with a 
telescoping member depending on the size of the windshield, the first lower resilient stop, the re- 
useable shipping pallet with at least one side restraint for engaging at least one windshield and 
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the re-useable shipping pallet with at least one side restraint for engaging at least one windshield 
can be used by itself. At most, the claims appear to be directed to independent features which 
may be usable together in a single combination, but the final product as recited in Groups II-V 
are independent and distinct from each other 

Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of foldable toward 
the base and latch and pin mechanism. The subcombination has separate utility such as being 
used by itself as a gate. 

Inventions I and III are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the size of the 
windshield and for retaining the windshields on the pallet. The subcombination has separate 
utility such as being used by itself to measure the height of an object or person. 

Inventions I and IV are independent and distinct because there are no relationship 
between the pallet and the first lower resilient stop for the purpose of restriction since either the 
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pallet and the resilient stop can be used by itself. At most, the claims appear to be directed to 
independent features which may be usable together in a single combination, but the final product 
as recited in Groups I and IV are independent and distinct from each other 

Inventions I and V are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the restraint for 
engaging at least one windshield and the restraint engageable with the transverse member by a 
rachet and pawl. The subcombination has separate utility such as being used by itself to push an 
article other than windshield. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because by their different classification and because they are capable of 
separate manufacture, use and sale, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

A telephone call was made to applicant's representatives on 3/29/06 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luan K. Bui whose telephone number is 571-272-4552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for Formal 
papers and After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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